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61 certainly shall have this warm approval of your Excellency alone
(to thank for it, and so will the world.   For several years I have had

* the happiness to know you from the public papers: long ago the
4 splendour of the Mannheim theatre attracted my attention.    And, I
' confess, ever since I felt any touch of dramatic talent in myself, it
4 has been among my darling projects some time or other to remove
' to Mannheim, the true temple of Thalia; a project, however, which
4 my closer connection with Wurtemberg might possibly impede.

' Your Excellency's very kind proposal on the subject of the Rob-
' lers, and such other pieces as I may produce in future, is infinitely
i precious to me; the maturing of it well deserves a narrower investi-
' gation of your Excellency's theatre, its special mode of management,
' its actors, the non plus ultra of its machinery; in a word, a full con-
6 ception of it, such as I shall never get while my only scale of esti-
6 mation is this Stuttgard theatre of ours, an establishment still in
' its minority. Unhappily my economical circumstances render it
c impossible for me to travel much; though I could travel now with
6 the greater happiness and confidence, as I have still some pregnant
' ideas for the Mannheim theatre, which I could wish to have the
( honour of communicating to your Excellency. For the rest, I re-

* main/ &c.

Erom the second letter we learn that Schiller had engaged to
tlieatrilise his original edition of the Rollers, and still wished much
to be connected in some shape with Mannheim. The third explains
itself:

c Stuttgaxd, Cth October 1781.

*Here then at last returns the luckless prodigal, the remodelled
' Rollers I I am sorry that I have not kept the time, appointed by
6 myself; but a transitory glance at the number and extent of the
' changes I have made, will, I trust, be sufficient to excuse mo. Add
' to this, that a contagious epidemic was at work in our military IIos-
* pital, which, of course, interfered very often with my otia poetica.
' After finishing my work, I may assure you I could engage with less
' effort of mind, and certainly with far more contentment, to compose
( a now piece, than to undergo the labour I have just concluded. The
' task was complicated and tedious. Hero I had to correct an error,